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a fact which proved Balzac's contention that in November it was ready for publication in the Revue de Paris. The first edition of " Le Livre Mystique " was sold in ten days, and the second followed it a month after, which, as Balzac remarked sardonically, was " good fortune for an unintelligible work." This success on the part of his enemy no doubt did not help to soften the indignant Buloz; and he must have been further exasperated by an article in the Chronique de Paris, in which Balzac was styled the " Providence des Revues," and the injury the Revue de Paris sustained in the loss of his collaboration was insisted on with irritating emphasis.
The case was carried on with the utmost bitterness by the Revue de Paris ; Balzac's morals, his honesty, even his prose, being attacked with the greatest violence. Editors and publishers on all sides gave their testimony against him. He must have been amazed and confounded by the deep hatred he had evoked by his want of consideration, which on several occasions certainly amounted to a breach of good faith. All his old sins found him out. Amedde Pichot, former manager of the Revue de Paris, Forfellier of the Echo de la Jeune France, and Capo de Feuil-lide of L'Europe Litteraire, raised their voices against the high-handed and rapacious author. The smothered enmity and irritation of years at last found vent; and it was in vain that Balzac demonstrated, in the masterly defence of his